
 

NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2021 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

  SUNDAY, 23 JANUARY 2022 - NEXT GAME 

 LOWVELD NOMADS 25TH ANNIVERSARY, 

SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2022 

In this edition: 

… click on the topic below 

 Captain’s Corner 

 2022 Playing Fixture list  

 Birthdays 

 Prize Winners @ Mbombela (Nov) 

 Prize Winners @ White River (Dec) 

 GOLD CUP Winners 

 Membership report 

 Your Committee 

. . . and much more  

 

THE NOMADS CREED 

 

“No man is an island entire of itself;  every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main; 

Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind;  

And therefore, never send to know for whom the bell tolls;  

It tolls for thee.” 
 



 

Fellow Nomads, Sponsors and friends 
 
Arriving at White River on Sunday was a daunting experience. The rain prediction was against us. In 
true Lowveld Nomads fashion and following a slight delay, the weather cleared and we were off! 
Compliments to the White River ground staff, as the course played well under the circumstances. My 
fourball did however find areas where no mower would go. Hence the bunny ears, to the joy of one or 
two fellow members. 

Eventually, we were able to celebrate Gary’s 450th game. Gary was discharged from hospital on 
Wednesday before the game. In true Nomad’s grit, he managed not only a full round, but also win the 
Gary Player Knock Out Final with Eugene Du Preez. The Lowveld Nomads donated R5,000.00 to 
White River Hospice, in lieu of a gift to Gary, at his request. Thank you Gary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The prize table at Gold Cup was nothing short of amazing. Well done, Rudi Nel who has served as 
our Prize officer, as well as being Vice-Captain. We are privileged to have a dedicated member who 
has held this position for the past few years. Congratulations to all the prize winners, especially Rob 
Douglass, who was our Golfer-Of-The-Year. Well deserved Rob, who also walked away with the 
Motus Challenge prize. 



 
It was an absolute honour to award Honorary Membership of Lowveld Nomads to Past Captains 
Rob Douglass, Derrick Short and Brandon Stainthorpe. These three gentlemen are very worthy 
recipients, as dedicated members who have served our club with dedication for many years. Thank 
you to Brian Hogg who officiated the awards, and I quote your message... 

“Every club has and needs long 
serving committee members that 
are prepared and have gone 
beyond the normal call of duty to 
serve their clubs. Lowveld is no 
exception. We have been 
blessed with some of these that 
have served us all, selflessly. I 
want to illustrate to all of you 
what every Nomad should strive 
for in terms of service to one’s 
club. And never forget, that 
Nomads is an organisation 
where you are measured by what 
you put IN, and not one that 
should be about what you can 
get out of it. You will reap what 
you sow.” 

There was not a dry eye in the house, when I introduced these three fine Gentlemen, committee 
members that tick all of the boxes, and realise that we are fortunate to have them serving our Club.  

In alphabetic order... 
Rob Douglass 

Rob is a Founder Member of Lowveld, having been inducted on 16 November 1996. Effective 
today, he has played 282 monthly games. Do the maths people – that equates to 23.5 years’ worth! 

He is our Match Secretary and has been since 2012. You are all aware, by observation, of the effort 
that goes into this portfolio in between games and even more so on game day. The Gold Cup day, 
today, is massively hectic with all the Annual Competitions. You will very seldom see Rob relaxing 
and enjoying a beverage with his fourball in the lead up to prize giving. 

Rob served as Captain of Lowveld in 2011/12. He has also served extensively on Andrew Mentis, 
Anniversary and National Tournament committees as well as many Golforama duties. Rob also 
assisted with getting the Nomads scoring system, Samson, operational with the National Executive. 

Rob is always around to greet you with a sincere look and a firm handshake.  

Rob was awarded Honorary Member status during the 2021 Gold Cup Game, 5 December 2021. 

Derrick Short 

Derrick is a Founder Member of Lowveld, having been inducted on 16 November 1996. Effective 
today, he has played 277 monthly games. 

He is our Club Secretary. Unless you are on committee, you would be largely unaware of this. 
Derrick has performed this task since 2012, with distinction as evidenced by National Executive 
feedback. 

Derrick served as Captain of Lowveld in 2010/11. He was Treasurer of the club from 1998 to 2001 
and has also served on Andrew Mentis, Anniversary and National Tournament committees as well 
as performed many Golforama duties. 

Derrick can be relied upon to keep a meeting in order and to arrange a roadie at the pub on the 
way out. 



 
Brandon Stainthorpe 

Brandon was inducted as a Nomad on 6 May 2007. Coincidentally, that was the same date of his 
first Matchbox, of many… Effective today, he has played 170 monthly games. Also, no mean feat 
with a 97% attendance record. 

Beef, as he is affectionately known, has looked after Golforama for a number of recent years. For 
those of you that are unaware, that is the portfolio that coordinates the Nomads’ scoring at the 
Alfred Dunhill Tournament at Leopard Creek. He is the guy that pleads with us all for assistance 
annually, in this regard. 

He served as Captain of Lowveld in 2013/14. A job he did for one and a half years due to a change 
in the hand over year end. He is also currently coordinating our club’s 25th Anniversary 
celebrations that will be held early next year and coordinated our 2019 hosting of the Glenbrynth 
Challenge at Highland Gate, consisting of 20 players each from 5 Nomad Clubs. He has also 
served on Andrew Mentis, Anniversary and National Tournament committees in his time with us. 

“Beefy” can always be counted on to volunteer his assistance to anything Nomads and to complain 
incessantly about the bets he has to pay. 

Fellow Nomads, you will not find three individuals more committed to Nomads than these three. To 
you younger, in Nomads years, gents out there, these are your role models – look and learn! 

Our ladies continue to serve this 
club with distinction. Arriving first, 
early in the morning, assisting with 
registration and capturing the 
scores is an arduous task. I thank 
them for their dedication to the 
club. Please accept our small 
token of appreciation for all you do! 

Many thanks to those members 
who donated gifts or money at our 
Gold Cup game. The gifts were 
forwarded to Litsemba Care 
Centre, who passed them on to 
orphaned children during a great 
Christmas party. Thank you to 
Sally Kirkpatrick, who facilitated 
the collection and handover.  

May I take this opportunity to thank my committee for all their dedicated service throughout the year.  

To all our Members, Sponsors and Readers, have a prosperous 2022. 

See you at Sabie Country Club on 23 January 2022… 

Rob Valentyn 



 
   

NOMADS NATIONAL SPONSORS 

 
 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT 



 

Month Date Venue Special Event 

January 23 SABIE  

February 19 MBOMBELA JOHN HANDLEY 

February 19 MBOMBELA 25TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

March 5-11 MOUNT EDGECOMBE NOMADS NATIONALS 

March 27 BARBERTON 1ST ROUND: GARY PLAYER K/O  

April 21 MBOMBELA LOWVELD NOMADS AGM 

April 24 WHITE RIVER JOHN HANDLEY 

May 22 SKUKUZA   

Jun 26 MALELANE   

Jul 24 KAMBAKU   

Aug 21 MBOMBELA JOHN HANDLEY 

Sep 18 WHITE RIVER JOHN HANDLEY 

Oct 16 KPL   

Nov 13 WHITE RIVER ANDREW MENTIS / JOHN HANDLEY 

Dec 4 MBOMBELA GOLD CUP / JOHN HANDLEY 

2022 PLAYING CALENDAR 

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

20th JOHN ROBSON 

22nd MXOLISI ZWANE 

23rd NEIL CRIGHTON 

26th GREG LOOCK (P) 

28th ALLAN BEECHING 

 

JANUARY 

02nd GERALD BULLEN (80th) 

14th RALPH KIRSTEN 

18th STEPHEN COLLINS 

27th NICO DE WET 

30th JASON DAVIS 

FEBRUARY 

01st MARK ROTTCHER 

02nd MAURICE MEYER 

08th JOHAN JANSE VAN RENSBURG 

17th KEVIN CRUSE 

18th ROB MCLAGAN 

22nd GREG RATTRAY 

26th RUDI NEL 

28th NEIL SHORT 

28th BRIAN SPRINGORUM 

29th JAMES SHEARD 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
 

Lowveld Nomads 25th Anniversary game will be held on 

SATURDAY, 19th February 2022 



 

LOWVELD NOMADS MONTHLY SPONSORS 

 



 

NOMADS BRIAN HOGG 082 574 7347      and       MARK ROTTCHER 082 574 4396 
SPONSORS OF R1000.00 PER MONTH FOR A HOLE-IN-ONE  

(Cash to AMEF when not won) 

SHOP NO. 5, SONPARK PLAZA, 
NELSPRUIT.    

TELEPHONE 013 741 3590 
Your hosts : Fanie and Denise Coetzee 

NOMAD JOHAN J. VAN RENSBURG  
083 307 4417 



 

PRIZES: MBOMBELA, 14 NOVEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the Andrew Mentis Golf Day, no NOMADS Prizegiving was held in November. 

 
 HOLE-IN-ONE 
 Sponsor: Knittex 

NOT WON TRIFECTA 
Sponsor: Members 

NOT WON 

        
WINNER A-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
39 points, handicap 6 

 
DAVID CHIKWANHA 

     
WINNER B-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
35 points, handicap 13 

 
PIET ROUX 

       
WINNER C-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
35points, handicap 13 

 
KEITH KIRTON 

     
RUNNER-UP A-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
33 points (C/O), handicap 3 

 
ROB MCLAGAN 

   
RUNNER-UP B-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
33 points (C/O), handicap 9 

 
GREG CRUSE 

     
RUNNER-UP C-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
36 points, handicap 16 

 
PEET RABIE 

     
WINNER PAST & PRESENT CAPTAINS 
Sponsor:  B&H Irrigation 

 
33 points, handicap 3 

 
ROB MCLAGAN 

       
LONGEST DAY & MATCHBOX 
Sponsor:   Dalton Viviers, Eagle’s View     
Driving Range, WR Garden     Pavilion 

 
23 points, handicap 10 

 
CLIVE WORTHINGTON 

[Left] The Winner of the Past and Present Captain’s 

challenge was Rob Maclagan, with 33 points.  

[Top] The Runners-up in each division (f.l.t.r.): 

 

Rob Maclagan (A-division, 33pts C/O)  

Greg Cruse (B-division, 33pts C/O)  

Peet Rabie (C-division, 36pts) (Absent) 

[Left] The Winners in each division (f.l.t.r.): 

 

Piet Roux (B-division, 35pts)  

David Chikwanha (A-division, 39pts)  

Keith Kirten (C-division, 35pts) 



 

PRIZES: WHITE RIVER, 5 DECEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the Andrew Mentis Golf Day, no NOMADS Prizegiving was held…. 

  HOLE-IN-ONE 
 Sponsor: Knittex NOT WON TRIFECTA 

Sponsor: Members NOT WON 
        
GAME ATTENDANCE DRAW 
Sponsor:  Glenbrynth Scotch Whisky 

Single Malt Whisky 
12-Year-Old Whisky 
Glyva, Whisky Liqueur 

RUDI NEL 
SHANE DAVIES 
BRANDON STAINTHORPE 

     
PLAYERS RAFFLE 
Sponsor:  Liquor City 

 
Liquor Hamper 

 
GUS VAN NIEKERK 

       
ATTENDANCE DRAW 
Sponsor:  Kruger Park Lodge 

 
Accommodation Voucher 

 
MICAEL GILL 

     
ANDREW MENTIS WHISKY RAFFLE 
Sponsor:  The Lice Lady 

 
Tamnavulin Scotch Whisky 

 
SHANE DAVIES 

     
ANDREW MENTIS LOTTO DRAW RAFFLE R1,000 cash prize NEIL SHORT 
   
ANDREW MENTIS RAFFLE HIGHLAND GATE FOURBALL WITH 

ONE NIGHT ACCOMMODATION DERRICK SHORT 
     
NEAREST TO THE PIN’S 
Sponsor:  Elmadre Butchery 

Hole # 03 
Hole # 05 
Hole # 09 
Hole # 12 
Hole # 17 

BRIAN SPRINGORUM 
THOMAS HATTINGH 
DANNY SCHMULLIAN 
MARCUS MDLULI 
RONALD NCUBE 

       
RUNNER-UP BEST PLAYING PAIR 
Sponsors:  La Mer Petroleum, Glenbrynth 

  
64 points, combined handicap of 7 

 
VUYILE RESHA 
THOMAS HATTINGH 

       
BEST PLAYING PAIR 
Sponsors:  Hi-Q, Makhushu Transport,  
 Glenbrynth 

  
65 points, combined handicap of 24 

 
RUDI NEL 
ALBERT HATTINGH 

       
RUNNER-UP BEST PLAYING 4-BALL 
Sponsors: Elmadre Butchery, Meps & 
 Plastic Man, SAB, Glenbrynth 

  
122 points, combined handicap of 27 

KARL LANGDON 
HYLTON HALFPENNY 
DANNY SCHMULIAN 
JOHN STEPHEN 

BEST PLAYING 4-BALL 
Sponsors: Eloff Furniture, Salsa Restaurant, Jock  
 Pub & Grill, Glenbrynth, Standard Bank 

  
124 points, combined handicap of 34 

 
KIMREN PATHER (V) 
BRYAN LONGBOTTOM 
VUYILE RESHA 
THOMAS HATTINGH 

       
RUNNER-UP C-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
33 points, handicap 16 

 
GREG RATTRAY 

     
RUNNER-UP B-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
34 points (C/O), handicap 11 

 
KEITH KIRTON 

     
RUNNER-UP A-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Glenbrynth, Upperdeck, 
     SA Moroccan Barber 

  
33 points, handicap +2 

 
THOMAS HATTINGH 

       
WINNER C-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
33 points, handicap 14 

 
KIMREN PATHER (V) 

     
WINNER B-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
36 points, handicap 9 

 
RUDI NEL 

     
WINNER A-DIVISION 
Sponsors:  Interwaste, The Pro Shop 

  
37 points, handicap 1 

 
JAMES SHEARD 

       
WINNER PAST & PRESENT CAPTAINS 
Sponsor:  B&H Irrigation 

 
28 points (C/O), handicap 6 

 
BRIAN HOGG 

       
WORST PLAYING 4-BALL 
Sponsor:  SA Breweries 

100 points on combined handicap of 49 ROB VALENTYN (C) 
CHRIS BETHWAITE (V) 
GUS VAN NIEKERK 
STEPHEN COLLINS 

       
LONGEST DAY & MATCHBOX 
Sponsor:   Dalton Viviers, Eagle’s View     
Driving Range, WR Garden     Pavilion 

 
18 points, handicap 13 

 
BERNIE OLBRICH 



 

(Left) White River Club Captain, Chris Bethwaite 

saying a few words with a token of our 

appreciation in hand. 

PRIZES: WHITE RIVER, 5 DECEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  All Covid-19 protocols were observed and masks were removed for the photographs only. 

(Below) Captain Rob Valentyn inducting Gus van 

Niekerk as full playing Nomad  

 

Congratulations, Gus  

- may your Nomadic career be superb. 

Rudi Nel received his 100-game badge from Captain, 

Rob Valentyn  

Derrick Short received his 25-year 

Tie from Captain, Rob Valentyn  

The Runner-up 4-ball were (f.l.t.r.):  

 

John Stephen, 

Hylton Halfpenny,  

Karl Langdon, and 

Danny Schmullian (Absent). 

 

122 points, combined handicap of 27 



 

(Left) The Winner of the Past and Present Captain’s 

challenge was Brian Hogg with 28 points, C/O.  

PRIZES: WHITE RIVER, 5 DECEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  All Covid-19 protocols were observed and masks were removed for the photographs only. 

(Left)  Winning 4-ball: 

Bryan Longbottom & Kimren Pather (V) 

Absent: Vuyile Resha & Thomas Hattingh 

The Division Winners of the day were (f.l.t.r.):  
Rudi Nel (B-division)  

James Sheard (A-division)  
Greg Rattray (C-division)  

The Worst Playing 4-ball (f.l.t.r.):  

 

Captain Rob Valentyn, Chris Bethwaite (V), 

Gus van Niekerk, and Stephen Collins. 

100 points, combined handicap of 49 

(Below) The Longest Day, with a broken arm, was 

awarded to Bernie Olbrich with 18 points.  



     
 
 
 

 

Lowveld Nomad Hylton Halfpenny 

La-Mer group of 

Companies 

 
NOMAD  

HYLTON HALFPENNY  

 

083 401 6793  

hylton@la-mer.co.za 

 
140 Merrimum Street 

GEORGE 6530 
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        NOMAD PIETER VILJOEN  
                       With Dave Lowe and Dave Edmondson 

      

 

 



 
. 

All photographs in this newsletter are taken by Lowveld Nomad  
 

Nico de Wet  
 

EARTH DIGITAL PRODUCTIONS 
                   Mobile :  082 377 1670           email : imaging.nd@gmail.com  

NOMAD MXOLISI ZWANE  
082 895 5235 



 

GOLD CUP PRIZES: 5 DECEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the Andrew Mentis Golf Day, no NOMADS Prizegiving was held…. 

 



 

(Left) Winner of the GOLDEN MATCHBOX 

Rudi Nel… 36 points 

GOLD CUP PRIZES: 5 DECEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  All Covid-19 protocols were observed and masks were removed for the photographs only. 

(Below) Runner-up Over 55 

Eugene Du Preez… 78 (C/O) points 

(Left) Winners JOHN HANDLEY (f.l.t.r.): 

Arthur Douglass (B), Rudi Nel (A) and Ian Kirby (C) 

 

Overall Winner: Rudi Nel (107 points) 

(Right) Winners ECLECTIC (f.l.t.r.): 

Arthur Douglass (B), John Stephen (C)  

and Rudi Nel (A) 

Overall Winner: John Stephen (49.67 points) 

(Left) Winners ANDREW MENTIS (f.l.t.r.): 

Ian Kirby (C), Rob Mclagan (A) and Rob Valentyn (B) 

 

Overall Winner: Rob Mclagan, 173 (C/O) points 



 
The Winners of the GARY PLAYER CUP (f.l.t.r.):  

Eugene Du Preez & Gary Angelos 

The Winners of the GARY PLAYER PLATE (f.l.t.r.):  

(Below) Rudi Nel & Albert Hattingh 

The GOLD CUP Winners (f.l.t.r.):  

John Stephen  (C-division) 

James Sheard (A-division) 

Keith Kirton (B-division) 

 

 

Ultimately, the day (and year) 

belonged to our Honorary Member, 

ROB DOUGLASS 

 

Winner of: 

 

MOTUS Challenge (265 points) 

 

Past & Present CAPTAINS 

(372 points) 

 

Player-Of-The-Year 

(372 points, or   

31 avg. points per game) 

 



 

GOOD TIMES TO REMEMBER... 



 

 

 
Dalton Viviers 

 
 

PGA Professional 
 
 

073 506 6704 

LOWVELD NOMADS MONTHLY SPONSORS 



 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
 

If any of your personal information OR circumstances have changed,  

e.g: Home club, Marital status, e-mail address, phone number, etc. 

 

It is vitally important to let your Membership Officer, Mike Field know 

as soon as possible @ mfield@telkomsa.net, or 083 415 1435 

Membership Status Jan-2015 Jan-2016 Jan-2017 Jan-2018 Jan-2019 Jan-2020 Dec-21 Jan-2021 

HONORARY LIFE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

HONORARY  2 2 2 2 2 2 4 1 

FULL 74 73 71 72 74 73 70 72 

ASSOCIATE 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NON-PLAYING 7 7 8 8 8 9 10 9 

NON-ACTIVE 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

SUSPENSIVE 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

SPONSOR LOCAL 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 

SPONSOR NATIONAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TRANSFEREE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 87 84 84 83 84 85 86 84 

Prospective members 4 3 5 1 7 1 2 3 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  

MEDICAL LEAVE OF ABSENCE… 
 
Our thoughts are with our Members not doing so well. 
 

The Bullen-family continues to be in our thoughts… Gerald gave us all a scare when he 

was admitted into Hospital recently. Stay strong Gerald and Karen! 

 

Paul Wood will be back before we know it following surgery… 

 

While the 4th wave of Covid-19 and the new variant, Omicron has the entire World on 

their feet, several of our Members have recently caught the Virus. Stay safe, everyone.  

 

We wish all our Members a speedy recovery and look forward to their return. 

Our prayers are with the Nomads we are ALL thinking of you and GET WELL SOON.   

SICK PARADE 

mailto:mfield@telkomsa.net


 

LOWVELD NOMADS MONTHLY SPONSORS 

NOMAD GREG CRUSE - 084 628 0244  
NOMAD ROB VALENTYN - 083 626 7799 

 

NOMAD KEITH KIRTON 



 

Position Name Contact No. E-Mail Address 

Captain Rob Valentyn 083 626 7799 robvalentyn.trailer@gmail.com  

Vice Captain & Prize Officer Rudi Nel 083 630 1579 rudi@civicon.co.za 

Junior Vice Captain Johan J van Rensburg 083 307 4417 Johan.vanrensburg@standardbank.co.za 

Immediate Past Captain, 
Website & Newsletter Editor 

Arthur Douglass 083 269 1435 arthur.douglass@silulumanzi.com 

Secretary Derrick Short 082 563 6165 derrickshort@mweb.co.za 

Treasurer Greg Rattray 082 442 8885 greg@grfin.co.za  

Match Secretary & Gary Player 
Knockout Coordinator 

Rob Douglass 082 808 9695 rob.w.douglass@gmail.com 

Membership Officer Mike Field 083 415 1435 mfield@telkomsa.net 

Equipment Officer  Hylton Halfpenny 083 401 6793 Hylton.halfpenny01@gmail.com  

Away Tours Officer and 
Golforama Co-ordinator 

Brandon Stainthorpe 083 645 2235 brandon@bhirrigation.co.za 

Furtherance of Golf & JNR Golf Puso Maloka 082 565 4693 pusomaloka@gmail.com  

PRO & Sponsorship Jason Davis 082 652 9330  jasond@interwaste.co.za 

Newsletter Editor Karen Bullen 083 305 8553 sweets25@soft.co.za 

Please contact any of the Committee Members if you have 
any queries, suggestions or help to offer.  

OUR EDITORIAL TEAM: 

Please direct any suggestions, comments or queries about this Lowveld Nomads newsletter to: 
Karen Bullen {sweets25@soft.co.za} or Arthur Douglass {arthur.douglass@silulumanzi.com} 

Contact our PRO for any changes to Sponsor information, Logo’s, Advert, whatever... 

All photos in this publication Nico de Wet, Earth Digital Productions {imaging.nd@gmail.com} 

Visit our Website for much more exciting information: www.lowveldnomads.co.za 

LOWVELD NOMADS COMMITTEE 2021 

mailto:arthur.douglass@sembcorp.com
mailto:derrickshort@mweb.co.za
mailto:rob.w.douglass@gmail.com
mailto:bernard@dmmr.co.za
https://www.lowveldnomads.co.za/

